The Image of God—Created, Lost,
and Restored

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
he created him; male and female he created them.”

Genesis 1:27
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Created in the Image of God

Humanity was created to reflect God’s image through four
perfect relationships:

Relationship Purpose

With God Intimacy and Worship

With Self Identity rooted in God's truth
With Neighbor Community and mutual care
With Creation Stewardship and harmony

Identity and vocation were unified—we were caretakers, worshipers, and image bearers



The Image Lost — The Falli

Sin fractured all four relationships (Genesis 3):

Relationship Fracture Description

With God Lost peace and purpose

With Self Pride, shame, or self-criticism

With Neighbor Exploitation and selfishness

With Creation Ownership mindset, not stewardship

The image is flawed—but not erased



The Image Restored — Redemption in Christ
Christ, the perfect image bearer (Colossians 1:15), restores us:

Relationship

With God

With Self

With Neighbor

With Creation

Restoration

Reconciliation by grace

Identity in Christ

Love and justice

Stewardship and care

Scripture

Romans

Romans 12:3

Philippians 2:3

Genesis 1:28—30

Restoration begins in Christ and continues through the Spirit.



Steward Leadership — Living as Restored Image Bearers

Two Leadership Models:

Type Focus Outcome
Owner Leader Power and personal vision Self-centered leadership

Steward Leader Responsibility and God's glory Christ-centered leadership



Steward Leader Identity

A steward reflects God’s image through whole, redeemed
relationships.

e With God: Lead from intimacy, not performance
e With Self: Model humility and integrity
e With Neighbor: Build communities of grace

e With Creation: Steward resources with open hands



Final Thought

Our purpose is to glorify God by living as we were
created—whole, redeemed, and relational.

This is not just theology—it’s a calling, a lifestyle, and a
Joy.



Reflection & Discussion

e Which relationship do | most need restoration in?

e How does my leadership reflect the image of God?

e Why is understanding our created identity important?

e (Can leadership roles interfere with our relationship with God?

e |sthere a connection between corruption and the search for
meaning?



